Seekers’ Planning Proposals Discussion
June 27, 2010

Summary of Comments and Discussion

This morning’s discussion is meant to be a continuation from the meeting Friday June 18th in the Fellowship Hall, which had been organized to review recommendations from the planning committee.  Russ handed out summaries of the recommendations and the discussion on the 18th.

Stop Hunger Now


They have a $2,500 minimum charge to provide for 10,000 meal packages.  Konnoak is hosting another one on July 24th.  These meals go toward emergency relief and efforts to improve school attendance in rural areas by providing meals to students who normally would not be able to afford them.

Due to the cost, we decided to put this off for now.  The Potato Drop option did not get much enthusiasm either.


Exposure


We discussed expanding our volunteer efforts (especially tutoring) at local elementary schools, such as Old Town, Speas, and South Fork.  This might provide us with more exposure in the community and possibly encourage those without a church to visit Burkhead.


Pre-School Families


It was mentioned that according to Linda Neise, 50% of the preschool families do not belong to a church.  We should explore inviting them to our Wednesday night dinners; we could easily send menus home with the children and offer free meals at the first visit.  We might also look into providing family activities, either on Wednesday nights or Fridays/Saturdays.  We should survey the preschool families as to what they are interested in, and also bring this up on the first Wednesday dinner of the season.

We should also consider inviting the preschool families to our upcoming Fourth of July celebration.


Goals and Objectives


As stated in the past, our goals are two-fold: do community outreach and service as we are called to by our faith; and in the process attempt to recruit new members.

We might consider purchasing t-shirts identifying us as “Seekers” or members of Burkhead.


HandsOn Northwest North Carolina


This is a local volunteer organizing group that matches volunteers and projects.  Russ will look into getting listed and receiving their e-mails.  They might be able to give us regular updates on a variety of community outreach opportunities that would put us in touch with other volunteers who might be interested in Burkhead.


Possible Opportunities for Service


Samaritan Ministries


Food Bank


Storehouse for Jesus


Open Arms Ministry


Tutoring pairs (when one cannot make it, the other can)


Reading to Hispanic students at Old Town


Activities for preschool families


Over the next couple of weeks, Russ will compile a variety of opportunities with descriptions and information on who to contact if class members are interested.  We could suggest that class members indicate their interest on a large master sign-up chart, and then coordinate with other class members if more than one are interested in the same activities.
